
 
Creation of Israel or the Destruction of Palestine – Eye of the Beholder Assignment 

 
Analyze the documents provided to you.  This has been taken from the book Side by Side: Parallel histories of Israel-
Palestine (Adwin, Bar-On, and Naveh, eds., 2012), which tells the story of the same event in history, but one is 
written for an Israeli audience, while the other is for an Arab or Palestinian audience.  Record the similarities and 
differences between the two accounts on the charts provided.  When completed, discuss what type of impact these 
accounts may have on the people living in these regions.  Consider that these accounts would be taught in their 
respective schools. 
  

A. The Balfour Declaration 1917 
Similarities Differences 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

 

 
B. Palestine and the Land of Israel in the 1920's 

Similarities Differences 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

 

 



 
 

C. The War of Independence or Al-Nakbah, 1948 
Similarities Differences 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

 

 
D. Impact of the two texts. 
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Source: 

Adwan, Sami, Bar-On, Dan, and Naveh, Eyal, eds. Side by Side: parallel histories of Israel-Palestine. The New Press: New York, 2012. 


